2014-02-21 16:00 CET

Open Knowledge Foundation Sweden Announcement of Local group!
Open Knowledge Foundation Sweden (OKFN) is the newly started local group
representing OKFN in Sweden. It is putting focus on Open Data within
different sectors of society. Open data is data that can be used, reused and
redistributed by anyone freely - at most, only subject to the requirement to
attribution and share-alike.
Up until now multiple initiatives have taken place that have led to many
successes for Open Data. These have primarily focused on opening data
around governmental work. Through this, Sweden has become one of the
highest-ranking countries on the Open Data Index. Although this is a very
positive attribute, there are still many improvements to be made that can
open up for more transparency, innovation, and collaboration throughout the
country. Given this background, OKFN Sweden has been formed in order to
strive towards making data more understandable and available for the public,
creating the conditions for a brighter future.
In October 2013, OKFN gained its first Ambassador, Serdar Temiz, who has
formed a core group of volunteers. Together they are planning and opening
the official chapter of OKFN Sweden in 2014. "The primary purpose among
the volunteers is to approach Open Data with a diverse range of interests,
which will allow for a broader array of projects, events and perspectives",
says Mattias Axell, Community Manager of OKFN Sweden.
The initial plans will be to host a Hackathon this spring, and run a School of
Data Expedition. In addition to this there will be monthly events, which will
be continually announced through the OKFN Sweden blog and social media
channels. By using a diverse set of social networks, OKFN will reach out,
interact and co-create with a larger crowd.

OKFN Sweden welcomes every individual and organisation who wishes to
engage in Open Data. We are looking forward to the interesting year ahead,
and are excited for Open Data and Knowledge and its presence within
Sweden during 2014.
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The Open Knowledge Foundation is a non-profit organisation founded in
2004 and dedicated to promoting open data and open content in all their
forms – including government data, publicly funded research and public
domain cultural content.
The Foundation is an international leader in its field and has extensive
experience in building tools and community around open material. Our
software development work includes some of the most innovative and widely
acclaimed projects in the area. For example, our CKAN project is the world’s
leading open source data portal platform – used by data.gov, data.gov.uk, the
European Commission’s open data portal, and numerous national, regional
and local portals from Austria to Brazil.
The Open Knowledge Foundation’s award winning OpenSpending project
enables users to explore over 13 million government spending transactions
from around the world. We have an active global network which includes
Working Groups and Local Groups in dozens of countries – including groups,
ambassadors and partners in 21 of Europe’s 27 Member States
- See more at: http://okfn.org/about/

