Network Rail will renew tracks between Kentish Town and St Pancras over Christmas and New Year
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Christmas and New Year work to upgrade
1970s track between London and Kentish
Town
Network Rail have issued the following press release about engineering work that
will reduce train services between Kentish Town and St Pancras over Christmas
and New Year:
•

•

Final stage of programme to upgrade 1970s track between
Kentish Town and London St Pancras is taking place over
Christmas
Improvements will bring a more modern reliable railway for

•

•

passengers and reduce the impact of unplanned disruption
Network Rail is taking the opportunity to make major progress
when no train services are timetabled on Christmas Day or
Boxing Day
Reduced East Midlands Railway and Thameslink services from
Monday 27 December until Tuesday 4 January – passengers
encouraged to plan ahead

Network Rail is carrying out major work this Christmas to upgrade the track
between St Pancras International and Kentish Town to bring smoother, more
reliable journeys for passengers.
Between the early hours of Christmas Day and before the first service on
Wednesday 5 January 2022, engineers will work around the clock to remove
the last section of slab track on the route, which was installed in 1979.
This type of track has reinforced concrete slab underneath it. Over the festive
period, it will be removed and replaced with ballasted track – with stones
and sleepers to support it.
The complex project, which began in 2017, will bring a more modern railway
for passengers and boost reliability. These improvements will also help to
reduce the amount of maintenance and future disruption required.
With no timetabled train services on Christmas Day and Boxing Day on this
part of the railway, Network Rail is taking the opportunity to make major
progress on the project, which has been carefully planned to avoid disruption
at busier times.
Work will continue after Christmas and trains will keep passengers moving,
but reduced Thameslink and East Midlands Railway services will be in place
between Monday 27 December and Tuesday 4 January.
Passengers travelling over Christmas and New Year are advised to check their
journey via National Rail Enquiries or with their train operator and allow
plenty of time.
Gary Walsh, Route Director for Network Rail’s East Midlands route, said: “As
most people open their presents and enjoy the festivities, our teams will be

taking the opportunity to make major progress on the final stages of this
programme. The current slab track has served this busy line well for forty
years, but we’re replacing it now to make sure trains can continue running
safely and reliably for years to come.
“We can only complete this work safely when a reduced train service is
running. I want to thank passengers for their continued patience and ask
anyone who plans to travel over the Christmas period to check their journey,
plan ahead and allow plenty of time.”
Jenny Saunders, Customer Services Director for Thameslink and Great
Northern, said: “The Kentish Town project is bringing our passengers a more
modern, reliable railway. We’re able to run a reduced service so that people
can still travel during the work, and we advise customers to check train times
in advance.”
Neil Grabham, Customer Service Director for EMR said: “We know that many
of our passengers will be using our train services to travel around and visit
family and friends over the Christmas period.
th

“Any passengers planning on travelling between Monday 27 December and
th
Tuesday 4 January are advised to check our website and plan their journey
in advance, as we will be running a reduced EMR Intercity service to and from
London St Pancras.
“We would like to thank passengers for their patience whilst this crucial
engineering works are taking place.
Network Rail will be making the most of the access to the track during
Christmas day and Boxing Day to also:
•

•

•

Carry out work at Sundon feeder station – this old power station
has been replaced as part of our investment to enable more
electric trains to run on our route. Teams will be carrying out
decommissioning work.
Replace the deck of a bridge which carries the railway over the
canal at Cranfleet cut in Long Eaton. The old bridge will be
replaced over Christmas with follow-up work at New Year.
Carry out more work to allow the railway up to Market

Harborough to be electrified and dozens of maintenance
activities.
Notes to Editors
EMR services will start and terminate at Luton until 1200 on Monday 27
December. Then from 1200 27 December to Monday 4 December they will
run three trains per hour (1 each to Corby, Nottingham and Sheffield).
Contact information
Passengers / community members
Network Rail national helpline
03457 11 41 41
Latest travel advice
Please visit National Rail Enquiries
Journalists
Network Rail press office - Amy Brenndorfer
Media Relations Manager
01904383180
07730359569
Amy.Brenndorfer@networkrail.co.uk

For more information, contact the press office on 0203 750 2031.
Govia Thameslink Railway
Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR) operates Thameslink, Great Northern,
Southern and Gatwick Express services as follows:
•

•
•

Thameslink – cross-London services between
Bedford/Peterborough/Cambridge and
Brighton/Horsham/Littlehampton/East Grinstead, and between
Luton/St Albans and Sutton/Wimbledon/Rainham; plus services
between London and Sevenoaks
Great Northern – services between London and Welwyn,
Hertford, Peterborough, Cambridge and King’s Lynn
Southern – services between London and the Sussex coast

•

(Brighton, Worthing, Eastbourne, Bognor Regis, Hastings) and
parts of Surrey, Kent and Hampshire (Ashford International,
Southampton, Portsmouth)
Gatwick Express – fast, non-stop direct services between Gatwick
Airport and London Victoria (currently suspended during the
pandemic)

www.southernrailway.com, www.thameslinkrailway.com, www.gatwickexpres
s.com, www.greatnorthernrail.com

