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New electric car sales figures from SMMT
- RAC reaction
Following the release of new car sales data from the Society of Motor
Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT), RAC data insight spokesman Rod Dennis
said:
“While new car registrations are well down on 2018 and 2019 it is very much
an improving picture, and the story for electrified vehicles is particularly
encouraging.

“Nearly 40,000 battery electric cars were sold in the first four months of 2021
which is more than were sold in the first seven months of last year and more
than all of 2019. Sales of pure EVs now account for 7.2% of all cars sold – its
highest ever figure.
“Sales of all electrified vehicles are increasing all the time at the expense of
both diesel and petrol. Diesel car sales represented just 11% of total sales,
down from 16% last year and a high point of 51% (50.8%) in 2012. Petrol car
sales have now fallen below 50% for the first time since 2016 having been as
high as 65% (64.8%) two years ago.
“Looking at the number of battery electric cars sold in just the first four
months of the year it seems entirely plausible as life becomes increasingly
more normal that total pure EV sales at the end of 2021 could top 150,000.
“The RAC is leading the way when it comes to supporting drivers to go
electric, with an increasing number of patrol vans fitted with emergency
mobile chargers. And on the rare occasions when an electric car needs to be
recovered, most vans feature the RAC’s All-Wheels-Up system allowing the
vast majority to be safely rescued with no need for a flatbed.”

The press office email address is press.enquiries@rac.co.uk and media centre
is at media.rac.co.uk. Please note: the press office is unable to help with
individual customer enquiries - please visit the RAC contacts page to find the
right contact.

About the RAC
The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to 13 million
UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As well as its
premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an expert branded
patrol workforce attending more than two million breakdowns every year – it
offers a wide range of market-leading products across insurance, legal
services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance and repair. The RAC is
also at the forefront in helping drivers make the switch to electric vehicles
and leads in the development of new solutions for businesses and OEMs,
partnering with the best in the motoring and mobility space.

Visit the RAC website.
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