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Vehicle licensing data shows rise in
SORNs and motorcycle sales during the
pandemic - RAC statement
Reacting to new government data on licensed vehicles on the UK's roads in
2020, RAC data insight spokesman Rod Dennis said:
“2020 was a remarkable year for registrations of new motorcycles and other
two-wheelers such as mopeds and scooters. Despite the pandemic, the
second half of the year saw the highest number of new registrations of these
since 2016 and meant overall 2020 sales fell by just 5% year-on-year,

compared to car sales which fell by a huge 29%. It seems Covid and the
decline in public transport use have encouraged many more people to think
about how they get around. It could also mean some have switched to
motorcycles and mopeds as an alternative to a second car.
“What’s more, with more than a quarter of a million cars declared off-theroad (‘SORN’) at the end of last year, it remains to be seen just how people’s
mobility choices are affected by the pandemic in the longer term and how
many of these cars come back on to the road.
“The data also confirms separate figures from the SMMT that show that more
alternatively-fuelled – including pure electric – cars were newly registered in
2020 than diesel cars for the first time. With ever-more electrified models
available, it’s looking increasingly likely that sales of diesel cars may now
never recover to previous levels, which will help improve the air quality in
towns and cities.”

View embedded content here

The press office email address is press.enquiries@rac.co.uk and media centre
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About the RAC

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to 13 million
UK private and business drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As well as its
premium nationwide breakdown assistance service – with an expert branded
patrol workforce attending more than two million breakdowns every year – it
offers a wide range of market-leading products across insurance, legal
services, vehicle inspections and service, maintenance and repair. The RAC is
also at the forefront in helping drivers make the switch to electric vehicles
and leads in the development of new solutions for businesses and OEMs,
partnering with the best in the motoring and mobility space.
Visit the RAC website.
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